
     Just Security reports courts are now the last line of defense against alien land law policies. Florida’s Senate
Bill 264 and Texas’ Senate Bill 17 restrict purchasing and ownership of certain property — including farmland
and some residential property — based on where an individual is legally domiciled and, in Florida’s case,
specifically includes Chinese citizens. These bills are facing legal challenges that could determine whether key
restrictions are upheld or struck down. In Shen v. Simpson, the Eleventh Circuit allowed Florida’s core
provisions to remain intact, primarily citing lack of standing. A separate challenge, National Fair Housing
Alliance, Inc. v. Kelly, also addresses these restrictions and is still pending before a federal court in Florida. In
Wang v. Texas, the Fifth Circuit considered a challenge to Senate Bill 17, affirming the lower court’s
conclusion that the plaintiffs lacked standing. A separate challenge was dismissed by a federal district court in
Texas and is currently pending appeal in the Fifth Circuit. Since 2021, 43 state legislatures have introduced
over 300 similar bills, indicating the potential for further legal challenges.
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     The U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas, including Zadvydas v. Davis, Demore v. Kim, and
Department of Homeland Security v. Thuraissigiam, had concluded that physical presence and long-term
residence within the United States entitles aliens to due process protections. The court held that mandatory,
indefinite detention of noncriminal, long-term resident aliens under § 1225(b)(2)(A) without a bond hearing
violates the Fifth Amendment.      
     We are still seeking eligible signers for the amicus brief challenging detentions and deportations under the
Alien Enemies Act (AEA).  You must be a descendant of someone detained under the AEA during WWII. This
does not include individuals detained solely under E.O. 9066. It does include all Japanese Latin Americans
(JLA) taken from Latin America and held in the U.S. as enemy aliens under the AEA.  If interested, please
complete the sign-on form.  We have 196 descendants signed on so far. 

SJAC Committee members: Naoko Fujii JD (Chair), Daniel Mayeda JD, Natsu Saito JD, Peggy Nagae JD, Carol Kawase. Questions? Contact us via email.  
Advisory Committee members: Larry Oda, Mike Honda,  Ken Massey JD, Gary Nakamura, Seia Watanabe, JACL DC Policy staff.

     In Illinois, The Trump Administration joined a lawsuit against the city of Evanston to stop them from
compensating victims of housing discrimination.  Statewide, ADCRC.illinois.gov is seeking more residents to
assist the commission with developing recommendations for reparative justice in Illinois through an online
survey.  Illinois Public Media interviewed Marvin Slaughter Jr., chairman of the African Descent-Citizens
Reparations Commission about the survey’s goals.
      In California, the first hearing for A.B. 2599 (Slavery: Corporate disclosures) occurred last month. This
bill would require all companies doing business in the state and has annual worldwide gross receipts exceeding
$100,000,000 to complete an affidavit verifying whether or not they have ever engaged in or aided in chattel
slavery. This data would be used to create an online, publicly accessible database by early 2028. It has been re-
referred to the Appropriations committee. 
      In world news, Ghana holds reparations conference and the Caribbean Community Reparations
Commission released a document of key legal arguments supporting reparations.
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     During oral arguments, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson discussed the Japanese American experience
referencing Professor Eric L. Muller’s amicus brief that included Larry Oda's story. The JA experience was
used to counter the argument that birthright citizenship requires subjective loyalty or permanent legal status
in the U.S.  Pre-WWII, many Japanese Americans, including Larry's mother, were stripped of their birthright
citizenship when they married Japanese nationals (Issei) in the U.S.  During WWII, despite having parents
incarcerated and classified as "enemy aliens," the U.S. recognized the birthright citizenship their children
born in internment camps, such as Larry. Our gratitude to John Nakahata, former JACL DC Chapter
President, who was the counsel of record for Professor Muller's amicus brief filed in the US Supreme Court.
       JACL joined an additional amicus brief referencing the JA experience prepared by the Korematsu Center. 
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      The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), the CAIR Legal Defense Fund, the Muslim Legal Fund of
America and Akeel & Valentine filed a federal lawsuit against Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis after he issued a
punitive and unconstitutional executive order that identifies the Council on American-Islamic Relations, the
country’s largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization, and its Florida chapter, CAIR-Florida, as a
terrorist organization.
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