
     Last month, a bill co-authored by Indiana State Sen. Randy Maxwell (R-Guilford) that bans foreign
adversaries from owning land in Indiana was ceremonially signed into law by the governor.  Senate Enrolled
Act 256 stops foreign adversaries like Iran, China and Russia from buying any land in Indiana. The law builds
on House Enrolled Act 1183 from 2024, which banned foreign adversaries from buying Hoosier farmland.
       "Our nation's adversaries work every day to upend the American way of life, and we can't sit idly by and
let that happen," Maxwell said. "This law is a big step forward for our state and will help ensure we are safe
and secure from enemies who look to harm us."
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      U.S. District Judge James Boasberg’s criminal contempt investigation of Kristi Noem and other senior
Trump administration officials in connection with deportation flights last year has been blocked, for the
second time, in a 2-1 ruling by the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals.  “The opinion is a blow to the rule of law.
Our system is built on the executive branch, including the president, respecting court orders. In this case there
is no longer any question that the Trump administration willfully violated the court’s order,” said ACLU
attorney Lee Gelernt, lead counsel in the case.
     We are still seeking eligible signers for the amicus brief challenging detentions and deportations under the
Alien Enemies Act (AEA).  You must be a descendant of someone detained under the AEA during WWII. This
does not include individuals detained solely under E.O. 9066. It does include all Japanese Latin Americans
(JLA) taken from Latin America and held in the U.S. as enemy aliens under the AEA.  If interested, please
complete the sign-on form.  We have 196 descendants signed on so far. 

SJAC Committee members: Naoko Fujii JD (Chair), Daniel Mayeda JD, Natsu Saito JD, Peggy Nagae JD, Carol Kawase. Questions? Contact us via email.  
Advisory Committee members: Larry Oda, Mike Honda,  Ken Massey JD, Gary Nakamura, Seia Watanabe, JACL DC Policy staff.

      Recent news highlights regional reparations action.  Chicago, IL held their first official public forum for
residents' input on the reparations plan.  In Georgia, the Fulton County Reparations Task Force published
their 636-page harm report, and one of their findings shows state revenue of almost $900 billion in today’s
dollars (with interest) from just over a decade’s ad valorem taxes on enslaved people as property.  And in
Oklahoma, Tulsa’s Beyond Apology Commission held a conference in April, on Langston University’s Tulsa
Campus to discuss reparations for survivors and descendants of the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921. 
     In national news, Ayanna Pressley (MA-07) issued a press release publicly endorsing/applauding the UN's
support for reparations and reaffirming her commitment to trying to pass H.R. 40, a bill she recently
reintroduced to establish the Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans. 
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     There is a general understanding that the Citizenship Clause of the 14  Amendment envisions birthright
citizenship. However, the core arguments are about how far it extends — emphasizing the importance of the
interpretation of its phrase "subject to the jurisdiction thereof."
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      Akhil Reed Amar and John C. Harrison opine, “The basic principle of a federal rule of race-blind
citizenship based on birth (and naturalization) was not in much dispute, although there was some debate
about the restriction of the grant of citizenship to persons subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.” -
Common Interpretation Essay from the Interactive Constitution
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Litigation Tracker: Legal Challenges to Trump Administration Actions
AEA Talking points Send a message to your congressional member
How to set-up alerts to track legislative action
Vote.org a National voter information site
Four things to know about non-citizens voting
Does a Real ID prove citizenship?  A legal team’s opinion.

     A recent Supreme Court ruling advanced its decades-long efforts to dismantle the Voting Rights Act.  In
effect, the decision allows racial discrimination when drawing congressional districts if the redistricting also
serves overtly partisan interests, setting back the long fight for equality in political representation for all
Americans. It’s also the latest example of why significant reforms to the Court are needed.
      The SAVE Act may have stalled in the Senate this month, but pieces of its harmful policies are advancing
in states across the country. In the 2026 midterms, five states will require Americans to present a passport,
birth certificate, or other citizenship documentation when they register to vote. These policies risk
disenfranchising the millions of American citizens who lack ready access to such documents.
   Trump administration allies have floated the possibility of federal immigration agents interfering at polling
sites this fall, potentially violating federal and state laws.
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