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Coming Events
Mar 12,26
Apr 9,23
May 14,28
Jun 11, 25
Jul 9, 23

Berkeley Nikkei Seniors Group at the
North Berkeley Senior Center, 1901
Hearst Ave., Berkeley. This group meets
every 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month.
For information contact Howard Fukuda
(howardfukuda@gmail.com)

Apr 9

JAWSUCB Luncheon; see article inside

Apr 17

Berkeley JACL Scholarship
Luncheon; see flyer inside

Apr 23

JACL NCWNP District Awards
Banquet; see article inside

ends Jul 17

Japanese Lacqueware; Asian Art
Museum; see article inside

Jul 23

A’s Baseball and Bento; see article
inside

Making Noise is a monthly means to exercise your right to express
your views, humor, concerns, or anything else of interest. We will
be happy to print it in our Newsletter. Please write to the JACL
Berkeley Chapter newsletter, c/o Berkeley JACL, P.O Box 7609,
Berkeley, CA 94707-0609, or e-mail Berkeley JACL at
Berkeley@JACL.ORG. MAKE SOME NOISE!!!

E-mail the Berkeley JACL at: Berkeley@JACL.org
Visit our Website at www.berkeleyjacl.org

2016 Berkeley JACL Scholarship & Pioneer
Awards
By Ron Tanaka
The Chapter’s 2016 Scholarship Awards
luncheon will be held on Sunday, April 17th, starting at
11:30 A.M., at the Richmond Country Club, 1
Markovich Lane, Richmond, CA. The chapter will
honor four high school seniors who will be entering
their freshman year in college in the Fall 2016. In
addition, the chapter is initiating a new scholarship
program and will be honoring three students who are
currently attending college. Additionally, the chapter is
proud to honor Kiyoshi Katsumoto and Gordon
Yamamoto as its 2016 Berkeley JACL Pioneer Award
recipients. The Pioneer Award was established in 1996
and is presented to individuals in recognition of his/her
long history of dedicated service to the community and
to the Berkeley JACL. The Pioneer Award is presented
at the scholarship awards luncheon and provides a link
to those that have led us for many prior years with our
scholarship recipients, who are our future leaders.
The chapter also recognizes the Bea Kono,
Terry Yamashita, and Dan/Kathleen Date families
for their major contributions to this scholarship
program, as well as longtime supporters Union Bank
and Wells Fargo Bank. All details regarding
attendance at this scholarship awards luncheon are
provided on the attached flyer.

Freshman Scholarship Recipients

Some of the 2016 Berkeley JACL Board
Cameron Adams

Madison Lew
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remembers this exciting period for the JACL and the
numerous issues that needed to be addressed. In spite of
the war time experiences of being incarcerated and the
many struggles his family faced in rebuilding their lives
after the war, Kiyoshi always felt fortunate of having a
supportive family and community, especially the JA
community.
Noel McGuire

Alexa Taga-Anderson

Undergraduate Scholarship Recipients

Kaitlin Hara

Jason Nakao

Ashley Schroeter

2016 Berkeley JACL Pioneers
Kiyoshi Katsumoto and Gordon Yamamoto are this
year’s Berkeley JACL Pioneers. They are being
honored for their years of service to several community
organizations and the JACL.

Kiyoshi Katsumoto

Gordon Yamamoto

Kiyoshi Katsumoto
Kiyoshi joined the Berkeley JACL chapter in
1980 and served two years as President in 1982-83. He
remembers the many wonderful people in the Berkeley
chapter. Previously he was a member of the Fremont
JACL (shortly after graduating from high school) and
served as President of the chapter in 1958. Kiyoshi

Born on May 4, 1936, Kiyoshi is the fourth of
five children, and grew up on a farm in Decoto, CA
(now part of Union City). After Pearl Harbor, he and
his family were incarcerated first in Tanforan, then in
Topaz, Utah. After the war ended, his family returned
to Decoto and after a few years bought a farm in
Fremont. He graduated from Washington Union High
School in Fremont in 1953. After graduation he
managed and operated the family farm, but eventually,
the farm was turned into new housing tracts.
Thereafter in 1960, Kiyoshi attended evening
classes at San Jose City College. He transferred to San
Jose State University and graduated in 1964 with a B.S.
degree in Chemistry. He was accepted to UC Berkeley
and obtained his PhD in Chemistry in 1968. Following
graduation, Kiyoshi went to work at Chevron Research
Co. in Richmond and married Emiko (Endo). The
couple purchased their home in El Cerrito and raised
their two children, David and Tamiko. His work took
him to many different parts of the country and a six
month stint in Italy. After 29 years with Chevron,
Kiyoshi retired in 1997.
His wife’s family was long-time members of
the Buddhist Church of Oakland so he joined Emiko
and became an active member of the church. He served
as the BCO President in 1977. Several years after,
Kiyoshi and Emiko moved their membership to the
Berkeley Buddhist Temple to be nearer their home and
so that their children could attend church with their
friends. After retirement, Kiyoshi joined the Board of
Directors of the Berkeley Buddhist Temple in 2002 and
served as President of the Board from 2006 to 2010.
Today, he serves as the Co-Treasurer of the Temple.
Kiyoshi recognizes the wonderful benefits of
the El Cerrito community and the great environment
that he and his children had while growing up there. In
1996, he joined the El Cerrito Crime Prevention
Committee and served for 10 years, five of them as
Chairman. He worked closely with the El Cerrito
Police Dept - one lasting legacy was the formation and
development of community policing. In this program,
residents were encouraged to get to know their
neighbors and form “neighbors watch groups”.
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Gordon Yamamoto
Gordon has worn a number of hats for the
Berkeley JACL. He has been President, Recording
Secretary, and newsletter writer for a number of years.
He became a director for the Berkeley JACL in 1976
and has continued to be on the board unabated. During
part of his tenure as an officer of the Berkeley Chapter,
(in the absence of a child sitter) his 7-year-old son
would attend the meetings with coloring book or
reading book in hand while his father would blather
along. Gordon fervently hopes that he will “not be the
last man standing” when he retires from the JACL
board.
Gordon is a “farm boy” who grew up in Central
California in the then-small town of Clovis. Gordon’s
father, Tokuo Yamamoto, was active in many
community activities, including the church, school, and
JACL. His father was active in the JACL because he
passionately believed in civil rights and did not ever
want to see the type of racism and breach of civil
liberties he experienced during the World War II and
the threats of violence or angry guns firing in the night
in his neighborhood even after the War. By example
and words, Gordon’s father’s deeds left a lasting impact
on him in the values and purposes of the JACL.
Gordon’s mother Anna and his father both were
interned in Poston during World War II. But for the
War, it was not likely that Gordon’s parents would have
ever met since his Mother grew up in Seattle,
Washington, and was perfect “city girl” and quite
content living there until the War unexpectedly
happened.
Gordon attended UC Berkeley on an academic
and wrestling scholarship and wore the “Blue and
Gold” proudly. At Cal, he lived through Vietnam,
campus protests, People’s Park, long hair, and working
out in tear-gas laden air inside Harmon gymnasium. He
majored in speech and rhetoric and engaged in
linguistic science, argumentation, and poetry. As part
of his major, Gordon participated in the Cal Spring
Speech contest - he totally appalled one judge and won
over two other judges to win the competition with a
monolog by the satirist and abrasive comic Lennie
Bruce.
Following undergraduate, Gordon continued at
Cal and earned a teaching credential and received a
graduate degree in education. While earning his
graduate degree, Gordon helped his former coach train
the Cal wrestlers. On the verge of accepting a teaching
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offer, Gordon was admitted to the Hastings School of
Law in San Francisco. While at Hastings, he also
trained for the Olympics and was able wrestle for the
Olympic coach who by chance was a local of San
Mateo in the hopes of making the Olympic team.
Gordon graduated from Hastings in 1974 and
started practicing and is still practicing law. While
engaging in the profession of law, Gordon also picked
up his broker’s license and started a real estate
company. He is also profoundly grateful for the
opportunities scholarships provided and passes on his
best wishes for this year’s scholarship recipients.

Al Satake to be Honored at the JACL NCWNP
District Awards Banquet & Celebration
The Northern California-Western NevadaPacific (NCWNP) District of the JACL will sponsor
Awards Banquet & Celebration which will be held on
Saturday, April 23, 2016 at the DoubleTree Hotel in
Pleasanton, CA. This event will celebrate the district’s
commitment to persevere no matter the challenge ONWARD! It will also honor those chapter members of
the NCWNP District for their unwavering dedication to
the mission of JACL.
The Berkeley JACL chapter honoree is Al
Satake. Al is the Berkeley Chapter’s prime example of
a person who is perseverant and is continuously
keeping the chapter moving
forward. For the last 25+ years, he
has kept the chapter looking
forward while keeping it grounded
in its past traditions and goals. His
leadership, enthusiasm and good
natured pushing have helped obtain
volunteers and donations for all of our programs and
fundraising efforts. Al was raised in Linden, California,
near Stockton. He graduated from San Jose State
University and is one of the founding partners of the
K&S Company, an Albany real estate management
firm. He is one of our past co-presidents. Some of his
major contributions include providing a meeting place
for the Berkeley JACL Board and fundraising for the
chapter. He is supported by his wife, Maxine, and his
children, Alison and Meredith.
The NCWNP District will be honoring three
special members, John Yamada, Fred Okimoto and
Emily Teruya for their longstanding dedication as
district treasurers.
Delphine Hirasuna, author of ‘The Art of
Gaman,’ will be our keynote speaker. Net proceeds
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from this event will be dedicated to the fundraising
efforts for the scheduled exhibit of Japanese American
incarceration artifacts to be displayed at the
Smithsonian in Washington, DC in 2017. This exhibit
is to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the signing
of Executive Order 9066. The JACL is a partner in this
opportunity to once again tell the Japanese American
incarceration story to the thousands of attendees who
will visit the Smithsonian Institution.
Advanced Tickets are $65 per person. Deadline
is March 21st, 2016. The Berkeley JACL has purchased
two tables to support our honoree, Al Satake. Contact
Val Yasukochi (vyasukochi@gmail.com or call her at
510-336-3371) for a seat at our tables. For other
information, contact Carol Kawase
sonomacojacl@yahoo.com.

10% for the statewide population. The largest AAPI
ethnic groups in CA include: Filipino (1.5 mil), Chinese
(1.5 mil), Vietnamese (687,000), Indian (638,000),
Korean (526,000), and Japanese (426,000).
About 71% of Asian Americans in California
speak a language other than English at home; of those,
about half speak English less than “very well.” This is
one of challenges to voter participation. Voter contact is
a large, unmet need among AAPIs. In the 2012 AAPI
Post-Election Survey of registered voters, 74% of
Pacific Islanders and 69% of Asian Americans received
no contact about the election (compared to 64% of
Latinos, 61% of African Americans, and 57% of
whites). In California, the lack of contact among Asian
Americans was even higher, at 80% of registered
voters. There is also a large opportunity for voter
education through contact.

Baseball, Bento and Bombs Bursting in Air
By Mark Fujikawa
The 12th Annual Berkeley JACL Baseball and
Bento event will take place on Saturday, July 23, 2016
at 6 pm when the Oakland A’s play the Tampa Bay
Rays. In addition to plaza infield seats behind first
base, a delicious bento dinner, and a bottle of water,
there will be a fireworks show following the game.
All this for only $38.
We have reserved 80 tickets for this popular
event, so get your checks in early. We have an early
deadline this year. Last chance to get tickets will be
Friday, June 24th . I will get you your tickets about one
week before the game. For information, call me at 510232-0724. Please make your check out to The Berkeley
JACL and mail to Mark Fujikawa, 1402 Navellier
Street, El Cerrito, CA 97530.

Register to Vote

By Jim Duff
The JACL is helping to register API’s to vote
in future elections. APAIVote does not push a political
agenda, only asking that you pay attention to the issues
and vote in the best interests of your family, your
business and the environment. You will receive a call
from us in the near future to help you register to vote.
From 2000-2010, the AAPI citizen voting age
population (CVAP) in CA grew by 38%, compared to

Day of Remembrance at Cal
By Amelia Huster
I went to the Day of remembrance that the NSU
put on at the Cal Campus. The event was mainly put on
to remember and honor the Japanese Americans who
were interned during World War Two, all across the
US.
There was also an emphasis on the growing
Islamaphobia in today's society. There is concern that
what happened to Japanese Americans during World
War Two, might happen again to people in the US who
look like they are from the Middle East, due to the
growing fear of terrorism. We talked about how we
need to build an inclusive community where something
like that can never happen again.
There were some guest speakers, one of whom
was John Tateishi, the National Redress Director of the
JACL. Mr. Tateishi drafted the legislative and public
affairs strategies of the campaign that led to the apology
from the president and monetary redress. I got a chance
to speak with him and I think he is a truly amazing
person.
There was also an acapella group that is a
branch of the NSU that preformed a song. At the end of
the event, there was a candle lighting, where people lit
candles to represent each camp. I lit the candle for the
Heart Mountain Wyoming camp because that's where
my grandma was born.
It was a great event to attend and I learned a lot
about the camps and the current day connection to
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Islamaphobia. I strongly encourage everyone to go next
year!

Albany High BuildOn Project
By Kalen Yamashiro
I wanted to tell you about Albany High
buildOn’s latest project, to fund and help construct a
primary school in Malawi. My personal goal is to raise
$4,700. I joined BuildOn last year because I wanted to
make a change in the world, but I had no idea how
much of an impact it would make on me in return.
After traveling to Haiti and living in a rural village for a
week, I have a newfound and valuable appreciation for
what I have and how much power I hold to help those
less fortunate than myself. This year, I hope to have an
even better experience than last year’s and influence
others in a positive manner.
I am blessed to have received an education and
I am beyond thankful to have the opportunity to do
what I want with my life. Why shouldn’t others? It is
my belief that education should be universal. In the
Malawian village we are funding for, children, adults,
boys, and girls, do not have access to education. I
cannot change the whole world, but by bringing
education to one child, one family, one girl, one man at
a time, this can start the cycle of change and
empowerment for generations of people which will
allow for a better future for them and our world.
You can help us achieve this amazing gift in
Malawi by donating to my cause at
https://act.buildon.org/fundraise?fcid=530556 . Our
team sincerely appreciates your assistance. I’d love to
answer any questions you have. You can reach me by
email at busterk21@gmail.com or at (510)525-4634.

Daruma no Gakko Registration
Daruma no Gakko has opened its registration
for its 38th session. This four-week summer enrichment
program teaches children, entering grades K-6, to
develop strong, positive self-image and identity about
Japanese American culture through art, literature, food,
music, language, and history. It starts June 20 from
9am to 12 noon Monday through Thursday and ends
July 15. It will again be held at the Berkeley Methodist
United Church at 1710 Carleton Street in Berkeley.
Please visit www.daruma-no-gakko.org to
register. Contact dngreg@gmail.com for additional
information or contact Emiko Katsumoto at 510-2348704.

Iwao Lewis Suzuki
Lewis Suzuki passed away on January 24, 2016
in Berkeley, CA. Lewis was born November 29, 1920,
in Los Angeles, CA. Lewis attended the Otis Art
Institute. He moved to Washington, D.C., attended
more art classes, and worked for the Japanese embassy.
After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Lewis joined the
U.S. Army and taught Japanese language for the
Military Intelligence Service (MIS) in Minneapolis.
Lewis was a lifelong peace activist and artist.
Among his many awards are the Congressional Gold
Medal (2010) for his service in the Military Intelligence
Service. He served on the Berkeley Art Commission
and was recognized by the City of Berkeley in 2010.
Lewis was inducted into the Community Hall of Fame
at La Pena Cultural Center in Berkeley, which
recognizes cultural activism for social change. In 2012,
he received the Dr. Clifford I. Uyeda Peace and
Humanitarian Award by the Bay Area Day of
Remembrance Consortium. Lewis was recognized as
one of the 2013 Berkeley JACL Pioneers.

Sakura Kai Senior Center Coordinator
Sakura Kai Japanese American Senior Services
is looking for a coordinator. Sakura Kai meets on the
first and third Saturdays of every month at the El
Cerrito Open House Senior Center in El Cerrito, CA.
The Center provides Japanese culture classes, lunch and
socialization. The Coordinator plans, develops and
coordinates social and recreational activities. S/he
serves as a liaison with other agencies and ensures that
programs are being carried out. The Coordinator
reports to the Sakura Kai Board of Directors. The
Coordinator is a part time position ($400 per month)
who works the first and third Saturdays of every month.
In addition, s/he is expected to accompany the group on
field trips.
Interested candidates should submit their
resume to Kimi Honda or Marjorie Fujioka by April 30,
2016. Mail to Sakura Kai, P.O. Box 1856, El Cerrito,
CA 94530 or email to ecsakurakai@gmail.com

Japanese American Women/UC Berkeley Annual
Spring Luncheon
The Japanese American Women Alumnae of
UC Berkeley (JAWAUCB) will hold its 26th Annual
Spring Luncheon on Saturday, April 9, 2016, at Yoshi’s
Restaurant, 510 Embarcadero, Oakland. The keynote
speech, Journey to Justice, will be given by the
Honorable Mariko Yamada, former California State
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Assembly member and lifelong social worker whose
top priorities include aging and long-term care,
agriculture and natural resourcesThe program includes
honoring JAWAUCB’s 2016 student scholarship
recipients and it’s Outstanding Alumna of the Year,
Kiku Funabiki, who has exhorted seniors to become
active. Her writings are included in several volumes of
stories about WWII.
The annual business meeting begins at 11:00.
Luncheon and program begin at 11:30. The cost of the
luncheon is $45.00 for regular guests and $25 for
students. Reservation deadline is March 28, 2016. To
register, please visit www.jawaucb.org ; for more
information, contact Carol Tateishi at
caroltateishi@gmail.com .

Plan A
•

Plan B
•

Pacific Citizen Update
By Jim Duff
The Pacific Citizen (PC) was tasked with
creating a financial plan to eliminate its deficit. The
National Board, the PC Editorial Board and the PC staff
have had numerous meetings, conference calls and
email exchanges to discuss the available options. The
PC is instructed to raise over $300,000 dollars to offset
its operating deficit. This is an unattainable goal and
everyone involved in the discussions setting this
amount as a revenue goal knows it. A variety of
options are looked at to try to achieve goal. So choose
your poison. Your feedback is important so do NOT
hesitate to let us know your thoughts on this issue.
P.C.’s expenses have been cut 52% in two
years. The budget for the next biennium is expected to
top $315,000 while the allocation from the JACL
membership funds will continue to decrease (estimated
$82,000 for 2016, $73,000 for 2017 and $62,000 for
2018). The P.C. must subsidize the difference between
the budgeted amount and the allocated membership
funds from JACL.
P.C. Finance Plan
Both plans involve the following:






Increasing nonmember subscriber subscription
increase of $50 vs. $40: $6,000
Rent: $13,500 annual reduction from previous year
Print/Mailing Reductions: Should 20% choose to
receive the digital-only option, a savings of $20,000
annually would occur in reduced costs to the P.C.
Spring Campaign donation with a target of
$100,000.
Increase membership: Working with Membership
chair to run ads in P.C. to gain new members and
urge membership donations.

Membership Surcharge to those members who
choose to receive a printed hard copy of the P.C.
The current price of an annual subscription of the
P.C. is $50. Based upon a 50% discount, a
surcharge of an additional $25 is proposed. Of the
estimated 6,100 JACL members, if 80% choose to
receive a hard copy, the revenue earned would be an
additional $122,000. The Surcharge Motion would
be written by a sponsoring chapter that would
present the motion to the National Council at the
2016 JACL National Convention.

•

Develop and execute Spring Campaign to appeal to
membership to donate funds to sustain P.C.’s daily
operational expenses. P.C. Board members will
write letters to membership, starting off with Board
Chair Carol Kawamoto in the March 4 issue. P.C.
will publicize campaign. A progress thermometer
will be established to keep track of goal. Monthly
drawings of Fugetsu-Do manju will be given to
those who donate $150 or more.
Increase advertising revenue: $5,000-$10,000
annually. Develop new relationships with JACL
corporate sponsors to advertise in P.C., work with
new agencies to enlist new advertisers.

These plans would be in addition to the general
revenue P.C. earns in a given year, including
(advertising revenue, nonmember subscriptions, etc.).
As a program of JACL, the P.C. has been serving the
membership for 87 years. It is imperative that it
continues to further document the Japanese American
experience.
Co-Presidents
Paul Nakao, Michael Oguro
Secretary
Vance Oishi
Treasurer
Tak Shirasawa
Directors:
Carolyn Adams, Jim Duff, Kelley Hanamoto, Kaitlin Hara,
Mark Fujikawa, Howard Fukuda, Vera Kawamura, Neal Ouye,
Nancy Ukai Russell, Al Satake, Ron Tanaka, Gordon Yamamoto

Newsletter
Editor

Neal Ouye

Contributors

Jim Duff, Mark Fujikawa, Amelia Huster,
Kalen Yamashiro, Ron Tanaka,
Production and Circulation
Jim Duff, Valerie Yasukochi, Carolyn Adams
Moving and changing your address?
Send us a Change of Address card at:
Japanese American Citizens League
Berkeley Chapter
Membership
PO Box 7609
Berkeley, CA 94707-0609

2016 Berkeley JACL
Scholarship & Pioneer Awards Luncheon
Honoring our High School Scholarship Recipients:
Cameron Adams (Northgate HS)
Madison Lew (El Cerrito HS)
Noel McGuire (Miramonte HS)
Mika Taga-Anderson (Head Royce HS)
Honoring our College Undergraduate Scholarship Recipients:
Kaitlin Hara (UC Berkeley)
Jason Nakao (Diablo Valley College)
Ashley Schroeter (San Francisco City College)
And Honoring our Pioneer Award Recipients:
Kiyoshi Katsumoto

Gordon Yamamoto

Where: Richmond Country Club
1 Markovich Lane, Richmond, CA (Hawaiian Luau Buffet Lunch)

Cost:

$40.00 per person - $20.00 for students

When: Sunday, April 17, 2016
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please RSVP by April 3 to:
Ron Tanaka, 2960 Windtree Ct., Lafayette CA. 94549
Questions -- call 925-932-7947 or e-mail -- ron_tanaka@yahoo.com
Scholarship Luncheon (checks payable to: Berkeley JACL)
___ Yes, we will attend - enclosed is $________for #_____lunches
Attendee Names_________________________________________________________________
If possible, please seat us with ____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
___ No, unable to attend, but would like to contribute $________to the Scholarship Program

BERKELEY JACL - Renewal or Gift Membership Application
 If gift, membership is from: ______________________________
Name:
First

MI

Age (optional):
under 18
18-30
31-40
41-50
51-65
over 65

Last Name

Spouse’s Name, if family membership

Address:
City:
___________________________ State: _____ Zip:
Email: ___________________________ Phone: (_____)
Please allow 4-6 weeks for processing
Membership Category* (please check box)
Categories
Youth
Regular/Individual
Couple/Family
Thousand Club
Century Club
Millennium Club

National Dues + Chapter Dues
$25
$60
$105
$200
$350
$1,000

=

$5
$5
$5
$0
$0
$0

Total
$30
$65
$110
$200
$350
$1,000

Send completed application and
check to:

Berkeley JACL
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 7609
Berkeley, CA 94707-0609

Please make check payable to the JACL or pay by credit card.
VISA __ MASTERCARD __ CREDIT CARD NUMBER

Exp Date

/

/

Signature
*For membership upgrades to Thousand Club, Century Club, Thousand Club Life,
Century Club Life, or Millennium Club, please call National JACL membership office at (415) 921-5225
Thank you for supporting the Japanese American Citizens League!

Japanese American Citizens League
Berkeley Chapter
P.O Box 7609
Berkeley, CA 94707-0609

